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Dear Chairperson,

WACOSS thanks ERA for the opportunity to comment on the second draft
report on water resource management and planning charges which
specifically sets our indicative fees and charges for some of the water
resource management and planning services provided by the Department
of Water.

About WACOSS

The Western Australian Council of Social Service (WACOSS) is the
leading peak organisation for the community, and represents 300
member organisations and individuals, and over 800 organisations
involved in the provision of services to individuals, families and children in
the community. Each year, WACOSS member organisations deliver
community services to hundreds of thousands of West Australians.

WACOSS is part of a national network consisting of State and Territory
Councils of Social Service, and the Australia Council of Social Service
(ACOSS). Our national coverage strengthens our capacity to represent
the interests of low income and disadvantaged West Australians across
the breadth of State and National agendas

Qur Submission

WACOSS welcomes the Authority’s second draft report on water
resource management and planning charges as an important step to
appropriate cost recovery and establishment of long run regulatory
arrangements that will facilitate efficient cost allocation amongst public
and private parties.
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WACOSS i= particularly appreciative of the principles used in applying
water resource management and planning charges as they are based on
the pricing principles adopted in the MNational Water Initiative. WACDOSS
notes that the W& Government 1s a signatory to the Mational Water
Inttiative since 2006 and that the adoption of these guidelines for
implementing water pricing commitments is an important step in achieving
the objectv e of uniform approaches to ricing and attributing costs of water
planning and management.

WWACDSS also supports the Authority's decision to bring transparency
and accountability in fee setting so that all stakeholders are aware of what
15 being charged to them and why.

With regard to recovery of water resource management and planning
charges incurred on public water warks, from public funds, WACDSS 15
concerned that househalds lving on fixed and low incomes whao are
already struggling with rising utility prices may not be ahle to bear the
brunt of a passthrough of these charges. WACDOSS stresses that these
charges must be ohjectively scrutinised by the Authority during s review
of the Water Carporation's water charges.

Disclaimer
Abzence of comment on any portion of the secand draft repart or related

preceding documents does not imply WACOS5's consent to the matter.
Mo part of this submission is confidential.

Contact

Fleaze feel free to contact Aditi Yarma- Senior Palicy Officer, Essential
=ervices, should you have any queries regarding this submission.

Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

[tina Cattalini
AMCED
WACOSS



